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REMARKS UNDER 37 CFR § 1.116 

Formal Matters 

Claims 2,1 1,17,19,43 and 71-88 are pending after entry of the amendments set forth herein. 

Claims 2,11,17,19,43 and 71-86 were examined. Claims 2,11,17,19 and 75-77 were rejected. 
Claim 43 was allowed. Claims 71-74 and 78-86 were objected to. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application in view of the amendments and 
remarks made herein. 

No new matter has been added. 

The Office Action 

In the Official Action of January 13, 2006, claims 2,1 1,17,19 and 75-77 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. Section 102(b) as being anticipated by Raster et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,234,477. The Examiner 
asserted that Kaster et al. discloses an anastomotic device having a stiffening framework 46 formed of a 
deformable material of stainless steel having a thickness of about 25 mm. 

In response thereto, Applicants respectfully submit that Kaster et al. does not discloses 
attachment means to hold the edge surfaces of the incisions in contact while permitting the framework to 
be shaped to define a flow path between the vessels, as recited in claim 2. Further, claim 22 has been 
amended to recite a sinuous stiffening framework having a plurality of malleable sections. It is 
respectfully submitted that the connecting unit 46 of Kaster et al. is not sinuous. Accordingly, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw this ground of rejection. 

With regard to claims 1 1 and 17, it is respectfully submitted that the recitation that the means for 
attaching must be configured to orient the edge surfaces of the first and second vessel to align the edge 
surfaces to join, is a structural limitation of the claimed apparatus, as only particular arrangements of 
such attachments means will accomplish this. Further, the engaging members 43 and 44 are not so 
arranged, as is evident by viewing Figs. 15-19. 

Claim 19 has been amended to clarify that the head of the tool extends transversely to a 
longitudinal axis of the tool and has a bypass channel defined therethrough. It is respectfully submitted 
that these are features which are clearly neither disclosed nor suggested by Kaster et al. 
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In view of the above amendments and remarks, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
reconsider and withdraw the rejection of claims 2,1 1,17,19 and 75-77 under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Raster et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,234,477, as being inappropriate. 

Applicants wish to extend their thanks to the Examiner for the allowance of claim 43. 

Claims 71-74 and 78-86 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but the 
Examiner indicated that these claims would be allowable if rewritten into independent form to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any dependent claim. In response thereto, Applicants have 
submitted new claims 87 and 88 above. Claim 87 combines the recitations of claim 2 (prior to the above 
amendment of claim 2) and claim 71. Claim 88 combines the recitations of claim 2 (prior to the above 
amendment of claim 2) and claims 77 and 78. The Examiner is respectfully requested to indicate the 
allowance of claims 87 and 88 in the next Official Action. 

Conclusion 

Applicants submit that all of the claims are in condition for allowance, which action is requested. 
If the Examiner finds that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, 
please telephone the undersigned at the number provided. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees associated with this 
communication, including any necessary fees for extensions of time, or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2653, order number GUID-101CON4. 



LAW OFFICE OF ALAN W. CANNON 
834 South Wolfe Road 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
Telephone: (408) 736-3554 
Facsimile: (408) 736-3564 



Respectfully submitted, 

LAW OFFICE OF ALAN W. CANNON 





Alan W. Cannon 
Registration No. 34,977 
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